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TREATISE, &c, 


I'T was a practice in the Jewiſh church 
for all its young Members, at the age of 
twelve years, perſonally to appear in the tem- 
ple at Jeruſalem, and, in the preſence of the 
congregation, to take upon themſelves the 
promiſes, made in their name at their C:r- 
cumciſion, to obey the law of Moſes. After 
which, the ſponſors, or thoſe who were 
ſureties at their initiation to Judaiſm, were 
conſidered as diſcharged from their duty. 
Tux Chriſtian church, being built upon the 
Jewiſh, hath adopted the ſame plan; eſpecially 
as thoſe, who conſtitute a great part of its 
ſociety, are generally introduced into it at a 
very carly age; before they can be ſuppoſed 
wrt” | 
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to have any notion of the ſolemn vows, 
which were made in their names, as the new 
diſciples of Chriſt, 

Tuis taking upon themſelves the obliga— 
tions, required at ſirſt of the repreſentatives, is 
called Confirmation, or the ratifying in their 
own perſons, what was engaged for them by 
their godfathers and godmothers. 

Tur ceremony of confirmation appears te 
have been early introduced by the apoſtles 
themſelves. For when the Samaritans were 
baptized by Philip, they ſent Peter and John, 
to lay hands on them. 

ST. PAuL alſo confirmed the Epheſians, 
after their converſion, “ by laying on of 
hands.” 

From hence this concluſion 1s drawn, that 
their new character, as believers in Chriſt, 
was not conſidered as complete; till the 
Apoſtles themſelves had, by an outward ſign, 
conferred upon them the gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt. 

Fox we read that this accompanied the 
bleſſing given by the Apoſtles “ The Holy 
Ghoſt came upon them,” or, they were on a 
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ſudden enlightened by an inſpiration from 
heaven. 

Tr1s wonderful and inſtantaneous gift of 
the Holy Ghoſt, when the Church was ſufh- 
ciently eſtabliſhed, ceaſed, as no longer ne- 
ceſſary. The ordinary graces, or virtuous 
habits of mind, took place of the extraor- 
dinary illuminations. 

Tax ceremony of confirmation hath there- 
fore remained among the ſucceſlors of the 
Apoſtles, not as a means of conferring the 
wonderful gifts of the holy ſpirit; but with a 
view to prepare the hearts of chriſtian chil- 
dren for the receiving of its ordinary graces, 
or good diſpoſitions. 

AND what can be more proper or better 
ſuited to this purpoſe, than a rite, which 
more immediately brings to the thoughts of 
the young (at an age when the paſſions are 
beginning to exert their influence, and they 
are going forth into the buſineſs and cares of 
the world) their ſituation, as the diſciples of 
Chriſt; and reminds them upon what terms 
alone, they can call themſelves the children 
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of God, or the objects of their Redeemer's 
atonement ? 

BEeroRe this hath been duly conſidered by 
them, the name of Chriſtian, which they bear, 
hath been the effect of accident only; or as 
they have been born in a country, where the 
religion of Chriſt is profeſſed, When they 
ſhall have made themſelves ſufficiently ac- 
quainted with the conditions of the covenant, 
and after a full and ſerious reflection are de- 
firous to continue under the charatter of 
Chriſtians; then, for the firſt time, have they 
a right to their name. 

T1n1s obſervation I may apply to you, who 
are now called by your Church to a ratifica- 
tion of your baptiſmal vow. That you are 
called Chriſtians is to be referred to theſe two 
cauſes, viz. That you have been born in a 
land, where chriſtianity is profeſſed ; and of 
parents, who wiſhed that you ſhould be 
brought up in the ſame faith. —At a very 
early age you were initiated into the general 
ſociety of Chriſtians; and had a name given 


you, expreſhve of the new character you then 


aſſumed. To this time therefore you have 
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had no other title to your Chriſtian profeſ- 
ſion, than what you have derived from your 
parents or country. 

Tux church however (to which you belong) 
is not ſatisfied with this accidental mark: 
it requires, that all, who are of its perſuaſion, 
ſhould givea more ſignificant proof, that they 
are in mind, what they profeſs in word; and 
therefore at an age, when reaſon is ſuppoſed 
to have its power over the mind, calls upon 
its young members to review the promiſes 
given, when they were firſt baptiſed; and in 
a public manner to acknowledge themſelves 
bound to believe, and to do, what the doc- 
trines of the Chriſtian faith require. After 
this their character may be ſaid to begin. 

Tuis open acknowledgment of the bap- 
tiſmal vow is once only to be made. For as 
the ceremony of baptiſm is once performed, 
and no more; ſo the avowal of your baptiſm 
is once only required; or confirmation (which 
is nothing more than a ratiſication of the vow) 
can be but once neceſſary. They therefore, 
who wiſh this ceremony to be repeated, 
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ſeem not to have fufficiently confidered the 
deſign of its inſtitution. 

Tux duties of a Chriſtian conſiſt in a be- 
lief of the great author of the religion him- 
ſelf, Jeſus Chriſt ; a knowledge of the ſer- 
vice he requires; and a relolution to per- 
form it, all the days of his life. 

Jssus CurisT was the only begotten fon 
of God, who, having exiſted from all eternity 
with the Father in the ſame divine nature, 
came down from his ſeat in heaven, both to 
make atonement by his bicod for the fins of 
mankind, and to aboliſh the power and do- 
minion of Satan.—As the deſign therefore of 
his coming was to deſtroy the works of the 
devil; a renouncing of him and his works is 
one of the firſt requiſitions of the Goſpel : 
and therefore this ſtands as the firſt promiſe 
given by all ſponſors at the baptiſm of chil- 
dren—“ They are to renounce the devil and 
all his works.” It is obvious to remark, that 
when theſe vows are taken upon Chriſtians, 
in their own perſons at their confirmation, 
the ſame muſt continue the firſt principle of 
their duty. 
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“To renounce the devil” is to abſtain 
from, and to abhor thoſe ſinful gratifications, 
which he, as the father of all wickedneſs, 
ſhall at any time ſuggeſt. 

By the Devil, i. e. the accuſer of men to 
God, derived from a Greek word, hgnilying 
an accuſer or reviler, we mean that evil ſpt- 
rit, who, in conſequence of his rebellion, was 
caſt forth from the manſions of heaven; and 
being condemned to a perpetual excluſion 
from that ſeat of happineſs, has made it his 
great object to involve man, fince his firſt 
creation, in the ſame miſery. 

As nothing is ſo likely to prevail upon us 
to accept the poiſonous cup, which he offers 
under the maſk of pleaſure, as the idleneſs of 
a vain and voluptuous life; we are required 
to diſclaim the pomps and vanities of the 
world, the empty gratifications of ſin, that are 
recommended by the vicious part of man- 
kind. And as a wicked liſe (though it may be 
confirmed by an imitation of bad examples) 
has its riſe in the heart, and the encourage- 
ment of evil thoughts; we are now directed 
to check the deſires of the fleſh, or to reſiſt 
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the ſolicitations of paſſions, a compliance 
with which may lead us into miſery. 

ArTER this an aſſent is required to the 
Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, or the com- 
pendium of religion, which we, of the * Pro- 
teſtant Church, have eſtabliſhed as the rule 
of our Faith; and which is called (not fo 
much from any certainty that the Apoſtles 
drew it up, as that it contains the apoſtolical 
dottrines) the Creed. 

Tuis conſiſts of three principal parts, con- 
taining in the firſt place, what we believe con- 
cerning the great Author of the Univerſe, 
God, and his attributes. —adly, concerning 
his ſon Jeſus, his birth, death, reſurrection 
and aſcenſion into heaven.—gdly, concern- 
ing the Holy Ghoſt, and his offices. To 
which are ſubjoined other dottrines, as mat- 
ters of belief; though the moſt ancient Creeds 
went no further than a declaration of faith, 


* Proteſtants were ſo denominated from the Proteſt entered 
into by the Elector of Saxony, the Landgrave of Heſſe, aud other 
Members of the Diet, held at Spires, April 19, A. D. 1529, 
againſt the enemies of Luther, reſpecting the holding a goncual 
Council, 
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in the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. —Such 


as the holy Catholtck Church, or the univer- 
ſal ſociety of holy men, conſiſting both of 
thoſe, who now are, or are gone before us, and 
of thoſe, who are yet to come: the-Commus- 
„ion of Saints, or the fellowſhip of holy per- 
ſons with God the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghoſt: the forgiveneſs of fins, or the remil- 
fion of puniſhment due to fin, through the 
merits and mediation of Jeſus Chrilt : the 
reſurrefion of the body, or the riſing again of 
all men in the fame bodies, thoſe of the faith- 
ful to be glorified; of the wicked to be capa- 
ble of everlaſting puniſhment: the life ever- 
laſting, or a ſtate of happineſs or milery to 
come, according to the good or evil actions 
of men in their preſent exiſtence. 

Tus next thing promiſed at our baptiſm is 
this, that we will keep God's commandments ; 
or that we will do our beſt endeavours, the 
grace of God afſſiſting us, to perform his will. 

Tais will of God is delivered in what we 
commonly call the Ten Commandments ; 
which, though they were given by God to the 


Jews, are binding to Chriſtians : for Jeſus 
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© came not to deſtroy, but to fulfil the law.“ 

Tarts: Commandments contain our duty 
to God, to ourſelves, and to our neighbour, 
They are divided into two tables; the firſt 
ends with that, which concerns the ſabbath; 
the ſecond begins with that, which requires us 
to honour our parents. One general remark 
may be made upon them all: That, when one 
thing is required, its contrary 1s forbidden, 
and vice verſa, 

Ar TER this follows in the Catechiſm a kind 
of compendium of duty, according to the ſpirit 
of the commandments, both to the Deity and 
to all mankind. 

Tusk are the particulars required of our 
Codfathers and Godmothers in our names, 
at our baptiſm. To theſe are ſubjoined the 
means of receiving the grace of God for the 
performance of them,— Prayer. 

PRAYER 1s a calling upon God for his 
gracious aſſiſtance for the attainment of good, 
and prevention of evil, 

As no form can be ſo proper or compre- 
henſive, as that which Jcſus appointed for the 


So is 
uſe of his diſciples ; the church direQs its 
members at all times to apply to their makers 
in the Lord's prayer. : 

Tuis conſiſts of three parts; 1ſt. an invoca- 
tion or preface, © Our Father, which art in 
Heaven ;"—2d. in petitions, reſpecting the 
Glory of God; Hallowed be thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as 
it is in heaven gd. Our own particular 
wants; Give us this day our daily bread, And 
forgive us onr treſpaſſes, as we forgive them 
that treſpaſs againſt us, And lead us not into 
templaiion, But deliver us from evil ;—a dox- 
ology or concluſion to the glory of God ; For 
thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory ;*—which is deſigned to remind us, 
that all we pray for, and all we do, is to 
be directed to one end, © The Glory of 
God.“ 

Tux latter part of the Church Catechiſm 
teaches, by what other means the grace of 


* The prayer is ended by one word, Amen, which expreſſes 
an aſſent to all things, which are prayed for. It is properly 
a word, which ſignifies truly or verily. 
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God is conveyed to us, viz. The worthy 
partaking of the Holy Sacraments. 

Tus Sacraments are two, — Baptiſm and 
the Lord's Supper. 

To conſtitute a Sacrament there muſt be 
an outward ſign of an inward grace; a divine 
inſtitution, the means to confer the gift, and a 
pledge or aſſurance of it. 

THESE, as it were component parts, are to 
be found in thoſe two only, which we call 
Baptiſm and the Supper of eur Lord. The 
five, therefore, added by the church of Rome, 
Confirmation, Penance, extreme Unction, Ma- 
trimony and Ordination, as failing in the eſ- 
ſential parts, cannot be admitted. 

Baptiſm is a Sacrament, becauſe it has an 
outward ſign (water) of an inward grace 
(regeneration); an appointment from Jeſus 
himſelf, * Go ye and teach all nations, bapti- 


zing them in the name of the Father, of the 


Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt;” the means of 
conferrirg grace.—For Baptiſm is to regene- 
rate us. John iii. 5. 

Tus emblem water (as uſed by all nations, 
and even by Heathens as a token of purity) 


1 
ſignifies our ſpiritual cleanſing by the blood 
of Chriſt. As our bodies are waſhed from 
their pollutions by water, ſo are our ſouls 
purified by the blood of Jeſus. It is there- 
fore neceſſary to the adminiſtration of this 
Sacrament. 

Tux inward and ſpiritual grace, exhibited 
in this Sacrament, is a reſtoration from the 
fallen ſtate, (the penalty of Adam's tranſgreſ- 
lion) to the favor of God by the death of the 
Redeemer. ; 

Tu preparation for Baptiſm is repentance 
and faith: a renouncing of fin, and a belief 
in the truth of the Chriſtian religion. 

As theſe cannot (though required in all, 
who are baptized) be expected from children; 
Sponſors engage to the church, that at the 
years of diſcretion thoſe, whom they repre- 
ſent, ſhall believe and repent. 

Tr ur children ſhould, under this promiſe, 
be admitted to Baptiſm, is agreeable to the 
Jewiſh law; by which children were received 
into the covenant, at eight days old, by the 
ceremony of circumciſion. 
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Tux Lord's Supper is alſo moſt truly a 
Sacrament; as it exhibits a ſign (bread and 
wine) of an inward grace, (the redemption of 
the world) and was inſtituted by Chriſt him- 
ſelf, a ſhort time before his paſſion, into the 
place of the Paſchal Supper among the Jews. 
Its delign was this, viz. that all mankind, in 
ſucceeding ages, might have in this Sacra- 
ment a memorial, or lively repreſentation of 
his death. 

THe ſigns in this Sacrament (bread and 
wire) are emblems of the breaking of the 
body, and the pouring out of the blood of 
Chriſt. Theſe are eat and drunk (not, as the 
Romaniſts teach in their doctrine of tranſub- 
ſtantiation, as attually converted into the very 
body and blood of the Saviour) but, merely 
as figures and tokens. 

Tus thing ſignified by theſe emblems is 
the ſacrifice of Chriſt ; which to the faithful 
is as efficacious in the repreſentation only, 
as if the body of him was really again broken, 
and the blood poured out. 

Tux benefits ariſing from this Sacrament 
are theſe; the giving us at all times the 
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comfortable aſſurance, that our redemption is 
accompliſhed; and thereby creating in us a 
joy ful confidence, that we ſhall be partakers 
of his atonement. This perſuaſion carries 
us on through all the difficulties of life, and 
encourages us to reſiſt all ſuch temptations 
to ſin, as may interrupt the courſe of our 
duty. | 

Tuis Sacrament (which is adminiſtered 
only to thoſe who are of a riper age, and 
therefore ſuppoſed to have the power of ex- 
erciſing their reaſon) is not to be approached 
without a due care and attention. | 

In the celebration of this ordinance we 
declare ourſelves the diſciples of Chriſt. But 
to be the.true followers of him, we muſt for- 
ſake the path of fin.—Whether we :be thus 
diſpoſed; or have attually renounced a life of 
of wickedneſs, is to be the ſubjett of frequent 
enquiry. Without ſelf examination, there 
can be no true repentance; and without re- 
pentance, our approaching the Supper of our 
Lord is hittle leſs than mockery. 

Tus church requires, that all its members 
ſhould firſt ratify the vows of their Baptiſm, 
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before they become partakers of the Lord's 
table. If, however, it ſhould ſo happen, that 
from circumſtances, the rite of confirmation 
ſhould have been omitted; it allows thoſe, 
who have made themleives acquainted with 
the Chriſtian Faith, to communicate publicly 
at the Lord's table, though they ſhall not have 
publicly confirmed the obligations of Bap- 
tiſm. 

I nave, in this brief manner, endeavoured 
to explain the Church Catechiſm as prepa- 
ratorv to your Confirmation, and hope ſome, 
not unuſeful, knowledge may ariſe from it to 
any of you, who ſhall have given it attention. 
As you are called upon, at this time, to take 
upon yourſelves the promiſes, given by your 
ſponſors, “ that you ſhould become the ſer- 
vants and ſoldiers of Chriſt ;” I think it my 
duty, to exhort you to cnliſt under his ban- 
ner, and to reſolve, by the grace of God, 
(2. e. the free favor of his ſpirit to be ob- 
tained by prayer and a right ule of the gift) 
to keep his commandments ; for I muſt 
add, upon this alone depends your ſalvation. 
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Ar this time the bleſſings of the Goſpel 
are offered to you: if you put them from 
you, you will have yourſelves only to accuſe. 
That you therefore may walk worthy of your 
calling, let me recommend it to you to apply 
to God by conſtant prayer; and that you may 
be in the leſs danger of miſcarrying, to culti- 
vate thoſe principles, which may teach you 
to paſs your lives in ſobriety and virtue. 


End of the Treatiſe. 
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DISSERTATION, &c. 


ALL ſocieties of men, whether reli— 
vious or civil, have heen connetted together 
by certain forms, and thoſe who have laid 
claim to their advantages, have been bound 
by ſome covenant or mode of obligation. 

Tavs the Roman ſoldiers took an oath of 
ſervice and obedience to their commander ; 
by this they were engaged not to forſake his 
ſtandard, nor deſert their poſt in the time of- 
danger. 

Tuis obligation was expreſſed by a word 
in their language (Sacramentum) tranſlated 
by the moderns Sacrament or oath, _ 

Tus ſame expreſſion, having the ſame 


ſenſe to convey, is made ule of by the ſociety 
G 
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of Chriſtians, to ſignify that bond, by which 
they are held together, and under which they 
are to perform a duty of obedience to the 
Author of their Religion. 

THERE are two lights, in which mankind 
are to conſider themſelves, —hrſt, as made by 
a great Creator, and ſecondly, redeemed by 
a Saviour. 

1. Tux former knowledge is communi- 
cated to them by their own conſciences, by 
the works of the Creator, ſo evident in all 
parts of the world, and by the acknowledg- 
ment of ages. 

2. Tas latter is drawn from Revelation. 

REVELATION 1s the will of that Creator, 
made known to his creatures, at different 
times and in different manners. 

Tuis Revelation is continued to man by 
record; which, if it be ſupported by authen- 


*ticity, muſt be believed in, as containing 


Truth. 

THe book called the Bible is that record. 
The proof of its authenticity is its antiquity, 
and the reception 1t has met with in different 
ages, Had there been reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
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it was a forgery, at the time it was firſt writ— 
ten, it would have been then diſputed; and 
in aſter times, from evidences colletted by 
learning and argument, been confuted No 
ſuch rejection, from theſe grounds, has taken 
place; conlequently it is confided in, as a 
treaſure of real communication. 

Turk is no method, by which the know- 
ledge of things, which have paſſed in ante- 
cedent times, can be deiivered down from 
generation to generation among men, but 
hiſtory. This reſts upon credibility ; credi- 
bility upon teſtimony. If the Bible hath this 
authority for its ſupport, it is at leaſt equal 
to any other book, and claims, even upon 
that ground only, the belief of its readers. 

Or this book Moles was the principal 
author; and, in the five firſt books, called the 
Pentateuch, he gave an account to-the na- 
tion, over which he preſided as the lawgiver, 
of the firſt formation and peopling of the 
world; and (what was connected with that 
people as the choſen of God) of the preſer— 
vation of the true worſhip and belief in a 
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God, by a ſucceſſion of deſcendants in a 
peculiar family. 

Tux hiſtory given by him of the creation 
was deſigned to refute all the wild and extra- 
vagant notions of the cauſe of all things ſeen 
in the viſible world, which from the corrup- 
tions of tradition had prevailed in the idvla- 
trous countries. 

ArTer he had deſcribed the manner, by 
which the heaven and the earth were made, 
he proceeds to ſpeak of the firſt inhabitant, 
Man, who was placed upon the latter. He 
deſcribes bis ſtate, and the terms of that ſtate; 
his diſobedience to his Maker, and his fall : 
He mentions the cauſe of that fall, a yielding 
to temptation, He adds what that temptation 
was, and who was the author of it. In the 
firſt place, the proſpect of forbidden know- 
ledge ; in the latter, an animal, made by a 
malevolent Being, che vehicle of miſchief by 
tranſgreſſion. He does not procced to give 
any particular account of the nature of that 
Being, who was thus the author of diſobe- 
dience, and its puniſhment:—little has been 
communicated upon this ſubject, as totally 
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unneceſſary, in all probability, for man to 
know, and of too myſterious a nature for his 
limited powers to comprehend. All that can 
be collected upon this wonderful and incom- 
prehenhble doctrine is from ſcattered parts 
of ſubſequent writers; ſuch as St. Peter and 
St. John, from whom it may be underſtood, 
that a Being of an order ſuperior to man, 
and a ſpirit, moved others of the ſame order 
to an att of rebellion againſt the Supreme 
Being; and that he was caſt with them, from 
a high rank of glory, into a place of puniſh- 
ment for his offence. 

Wurar that puniſhment is, or where endu- 
red, is at preſent unknown; nor is it material 
for any to underitand. An enemy to God, 
he became an enemy to his works: and as the 
higheſt proof he could give of his oppoſition 
to the will of his ſuperior, he determined to 
deſtroy in his ſight, what had come forth by 
creation ſo perfect from his hands, the new- 
made man. To this is to be aſcribed the firſt 
contrivance of the fall, and its ultimate ſuc” 
ceſs, 
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Ir is not for man to ſearch into the coun— 
ſels of God, nor to enquire, for what wiſe 
reaſons the unhappy iſſue of that temptation 
was allowed. It is only to be lamented in 
its coi ſeqyences: and the pronenels of all the 
deſcendants of the firſt man to lin, is a proof, 
that ſuch ſad ſuccels did attend that tempta- 
tion, 

I nave dwclt thus long upon this particular 
ſubjctt, as I conſider. it the groundwork of 
the neceſlity there was, that there ſhould be 
a Redemption, or a reſtoration of man to 
that ſtate, from which he had fallen through 
the Tempter, by a mediation. Unleſs there 
be a perſuaſion, that this was neceſlary ; all 
that is built upon it muſt vaniſh into nothing. 

Tuis, I hope, (allowance being made for 
the brief manner, in which it'hath been ſtated) 
being eſtabliſhed to your ſatisfaction, I ſhall 
procecd to what Moſes further delivered, as a 
great truth in his hiſtory, 

Tur hiſtorian, after he had recorded the 
circumſtance of the fall of man, added an 
expreſs promiſe given by his Creator, that 
vengeance ſhould be taken of the evil ſpirit, 
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who had at firſt drawn him off from his obe— 
dience, and thereby brought upon him mi— 
ſery and puniſhment. He mentions firſt of 
all, the general promiſe, that a Deſcendant 
ſhould ariſe to the ſinner in a future age, who 
ſhould ſoften the fentence of death, (the 
dreadful penalty of tranſgreſſion) and obtain 
dominion over the malign Being, who firſt, 
by his art, brought guilt upon Adam. —“ The 
ſeed of the woman, &c.” Gen. g. 

Id the courſe of his hiſtory, Moſes ſhewed, 
that this promiſe was kept alive among the 
children of the firſt man, from generation to 
generation: That, though wickedneſs pre- 
vailed, and its puniſhment (the flood) fol- 
lowed, yet that this was renewed : That as the 
knowledge of the true God was yet pre- 
ſerved in a {mall part of the human race ; 
the expettation of the deliverer, who was to 
be ſent, was preſerved allo : That Abraham 
obtained the renewal of this promiſe, as a re- 
ward for his faithfulneſs, that“ in his ſeed all 
the nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed.“ 

Tux writer afterwards mentions a particu- 
lar branch of Abraham's family, the family of 
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Jacob. In the mouth of this man, (who was 
called the Patriarch, or the head of the famr 
lies) he places a predittion, reſpetting the 
time in which this promiſe ſhould be accom- 
pliſhed. 5 The ſceptre ſhall not depart, &c.” 
Gen. xlviii. 9g. He allo adds the prpohecy of 
Balaam, &c. 

Berore his own death he foretels, that a 
Prophet (meaning the Meſſiah) ſhould be 
raiſed up to the Hebrews like unto himſelf. 

T1 vs much for the hiſtory of Moles; from 
which is to be drawn the certainty of a pro- 
miſe of redemption in general terms, of a fa- 
mily appointed for the purpoſe, and of a 
period, when it ſhould come to pals. 

As years went on, and the ſeaſon more 
nearly approached, when the perſon, who was 
to bring about the redemption, was to appear ; 
holy men were occaſionally raiſed up with the 
wonderful power of foretelling the very place, 
where this perſon ſhould be ſeen, and alſo 
the circumſtances of his charadter. Theſe 
particulars are to be found in the writings of 
the greater and leſſer prophets; but principally 
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in thoſe of Iſaiah, who is therefore called the 
evangelical Prophet. 

Here ends the Old Teſtament. It was 
neceſſary to ſay thus much upon the Old; 
becauſe, without this, there would be wanting 
an introduction to the New. | 

Tu New Teſtament contains an account 
of the accompliſhment of thoſe importaut 
promiſes, which were made at different times, 
and by different perſons in the Old. It gives 
a hiſtory of Jeſus, i. e. Saviour and Chriſt, 
the promiſed Meſſiah; or of him, in whoſe: 
perſon all predictions and figures, reſpecting 
the Deliverer, ſo long looked for, were 
brought to their completion. 

Tuis book (claiming the belief of all its 
readers from the certainty of its teſtimony) 
records the firſt coming into the world of this 
extraordinary perſon, and likewiſe every cir- 
cumſtance reſpecting his life and doctrines. 
lt allo gives a minute detail of events, 
which paſſed during his continuance upon 
earth; and at the particular time, when the 
purpoſe, for which he was made man, was to 


be fulfilled, his death, 
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Tur ſatisfaction was to be made to God 
by this atonement alone, is to be collected 
from the ſentence itſelf, which was at firſt 
pronounced upon Adam; * Thou ſhalt die;“ 
and from ſacrifices allo appointed from the 
earlieſt age, and the ſlaughter of viaims in the 
Jewiſh worſhip, which throughout were typi- 
cal or, figurative, 

As this then was the great end of our Sa- 
viour's miſſion, and the earneſt to mankind, 
that they ſhould thereby be reſtored to that 
ſtate of favor, in which they were originally 
made, the writers of the Goſpel have been 
particularly exatt in recording every minute 
circumſtance, which might eſtabliſh a con- 
vidtion, that he did certainly die. 

To commemorate this death, and in this 
death, the redemption of the world, a cere- 
mony hath been appointed, called by be- 
lievers in him, the Euchariſt, or thankful 
remembrance, and the Lord's Supper. 

Ir is very well known, that the ſenſe of 
obligations is ſoon obliterated from the minds 
of men; and that ceremonies are of great ule 
in reviving in the heart thoſe neceſſary im- 
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preſſions, which, want of attention and the 
buſineſs of the world too often deface. 

For this reaſon; the Jews were required, 
every year, not merely to celebrate, but to 
repreſent under ſymbols, the deliverance of 
their forefathers from their bondage in 
Egypt. 

Jesus CnrisT built his religion upon the 
Jewiſh. He allo required, that thoſe, who 
were delivered by him from a greater cap- 
tivity, that of Satan and Death, ſhould often 
exhibit the means, by which this was obtained, 
by an ordinance or out ward ſign. 

Fox this purpoſe, on the day preceding 
his death, he called together thoſe, who had 
been the companions of his life; and inſtitu- 
ted a formal att of remembrance of himſelf, 
for all he was to ſuffer, and the benefits 
which they were to receive. 

Ir was part of the ceremony, at the con— 
cluſion of the Paſchal Feaſt, for the maſter 
of the family to call for a piece of bread and 
a cup of wine. Theſe he blelled and diſtri- 
buted to the reſt of the company, as a mark 
of friendſhip and ſocial affection. 
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Tus night preceding the death of Chriſt, 
was the Jewiſh Paſſover. He kept that feaſt 
with his friends, and embraced the opportu- 
nity of eſtabliſhing in the laſt part of the 
ceremony, that inſtitution, which was to ſu- 
percede the former rite, and to perpetuate to 
all ages the remembrance of his ſufferings, 
He took bread and wine ;—theſe, he declared 
ſhould thenceforth be regarded as emblems 
of his body and his blood; emblems only: 
for real fleſh and real blood they could not 
be. They could not (as the Roman Catho- 


lics teach) be tranſubſtantiated, z. e. fo 


changed from their natural ſubſtance, as to 
paſs into another. They could be nothing 
more, than a repreſentation, 

UNDER this att, the diſciples were requi- 
red to remember their maſter; their maſter, 
who was to die for them, and, by that death, 
to obtain their redemption. 

Tux diſciples, who were preſent, were 
Jews, and conſequently well knew, that it 
was not a matter of choice with them, whe- 
ther they ſhould obſerve the inſtitution, or 
treat it with diſregard, —The celebration of 
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the Paſſover could not be diſpenſed vith. 
Whoever neglected the ceremonies of that 
feaſt, was cut off from the people. Hence it 
muſt appear, that the Euchariſt is of perpe- 
tual obligation; and that, as Chriſt inſtituted 
this in remembrance of himſelf, when the 
Paſſover was done away : it muſt follow, that 
there is as abſolute a neceſſity for compliance 


with the latter, as during ſo many ages, for a 


leſs cauſe, there had been for the former,— 
Jeſus ſaid in a way of command, “ do this in 
remembrance of me;” and the Apoſtle St. 
Paul by uſing the words © as oft as ye drink 


this cup,” implied, pat the ceremony ſhould 


be often repeated. ' 

To the neceſſity of thus conforming to the 
injunQtion of the Saviour, is to be added the 
manner, by whioh it may be performed,— 
Times and countries vary in their forms ; and 
modes in all things are adapted to the age, in 
which they are to be done. Thus in modern 
days the particular poſture of celebrating the 
Euchariſt is not agreeable to the primitive 
appointment. But, wherever the intention 
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and manner are accompanied with reverence, 
the inward mind reconciles the-outward act. 

NexrT to the manner is to be conſidered 
the immediate deſign of performing this ſer- 
vice, This again may be illuſtrated by re- 
ference to the Paſlover.—A Jew in that or- 
dinance did not merely commemorate the 
redemption from Egyptian ſlavery ; but at the 
time of his partaking of the ceremony, ſup- 
poſed, that he was then more immediately de- 
claring himſelf one of the people of God, who 
had brought out his forefathers with a mighty 


| hand and a ſtretched out arm. The act was 
a public declaration, that he acknowledged 


himſelf to be a Jew. 

In celebrating the Chriſtian Paſſover, a 
Gmilar deſign is kept in view. The partakers 
of this communion make the ſame tacit ac- 
knowledgmeut, that they are Chriſtians; that 
they are believers in Jeſus, their maſter : and 
publicly profeſs, that they claim a title to that 
glorious name, by which they are called. 
VNIxXI in order, follow the immediate be- 
neſits ariſing from this inſtitution. Independ- 
ent of the chicf and glorious privilege, that 
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Chriſtians have a right to claim by the ſacri- 


fice and death of their redeemer, in another 


life; aſſurance is given, and a ſenſible per- 
ſuaſion ariſes in the breaſt of the true believer, 
that, by a due obſervance of this rite, which 
was commanded by his Lord, he ſhall not only 
obtain the ultimate bleſſing, Salvation: but 


by ſhewing himſelf the ſervant of his Maſter 


ſhall receive, in this world, from him every 
aid and ſupport, which may be neceſſary for 
the diſcharge of his duty. He is taught to 
believe, that, from a regular compliance with 
this law, he ſhall be enlightened by the divine 
Grace: i. e. by a ſecret communication of 
inward power, which may create in his mind 
worthy diſpoſitions, and arm him againſt the 
aſſaults of evil, and the world. 

Ar TER having in this compendious way, 
conſidered the neceſſity of a redemption; the 
accompliſhment of it; the manner of com- 
memorating it, as in the Euchariſt, and the 
bleffings reſulting from it; I am, naturally 
led to conſider, what is the proper ſtate of 


mind, which Chriſtians ought to bring with 


them, when they are more immediately en- 
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gaged in this act of religion, This is uſually 
called Preparation, 

Tux true preparation is certainly habitual 
piety, or the encouraging in the mind, from 
the -arlieſt years of life, a deſire to live in a 
regular obedience to the law of God. For in 


celebrating the Euchariſt, an open confeſſion 


is made, that the partakers of it are the ſer- 
vants of Chriſt, Two maſters cannot be 
ſerved: and therefore, he who profeſſes him- 
ſelf a follower of Chriſt, cannot be a flave to 
the evil Spirit; to deſtroy whole dominion, 
the death, which he commemorates, was un- 
dergone. | 

Wu Ar is neceſlary for the happineſs of life 
itſelf, and a fearleſs expettation of death, is the 
beſt preparation. This is equally effential for 
either ſtate, But ſince, from commerce with 
the world, and the violence of the paſſions, a 
deviation from innocence and duty is day by 


day lamented by all men; ſtated times of pre- 


paration are uſeful and expedient. For theſe 
have a power'to bring the mind back to its 
proper frame and temper; they draw-it off 
from negligence, on the one hand, and from 


48" 3 


inconſiſtent gratifications on the other; they 
repreſent to the heart, that if the feaſt is to be 


attended, it is highly neceſſary, that every 


gueſt ſhould put on the required garment. 
In ſhort; it reminds every Chriſtian, that to 
to make himſelf worthy of appearing before 
his Maſter, it is an indiſpenſable requiſite, 
that he ſhould carry that only in his charac- 
ter, which is ſuitable to his ſervice. 

Tu celebrating the Euchariſt, is no leſs 
an att of gratitude in the upright, than of re- 
pentance in the ſinner; and where the Jatter 
is ſincere, conſiſting of ſorrow for paſt offen- 
ces, and a deſire of amendment for the days 
to come; ſo gracious is the maſter, who fur- 
niſhes this entertainment, that he excludes 
not ſuch from his table. | 

Ir now may be aſked, what are the cauſes 
which indiſpoſe the generality of Chriſtians, 
from becoming gueſts at this banquet.— 
Thele are in general, a determined reſolution 
to forſake no vicious courſe, to which they 
may have been addicted; and a miſconception 
of words to be found in Scripture, which 
ſpeak of the conſequences to the unworthy 
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regciver. As to the former, the very deſign 
of the Euchariſt is a bar of excluſion from 
the ordinance. No man can preſume to ap- 
pear before his Maker and Saviour, as a 
Chriſtian believer, who ſerves other maſters, 
Sin and Satan. | 

To ſuch no anſwer is to be given. When 
they ſhall ſee their folly, and ſhew repentance; 
then we truſt, that, though late, the mercy of 
God, through the interceſſion of his Son, 
will yet be extended to them alſo, 

Tur Greek word in St. Paul's Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, improperly tranſlated Dam- 
nation, hath been a diſcouragement to many, 
and an abſolute cauſe to the ignorant of 
ſear and terror. They have been affrighted 
by the term, and therefore turned away from 
the inſtitution itſelf. 

IT ſhould however be known, that St. 
Paul was addreſſiag thoſe, who had ſuch un- 
worthy notions of the Euchariſt, as to make 
no diſtindtion between that, and an intempe- 
rate banquet. He told them, that they muſt 
be anſwerable for ſuch conduct; that they 
muſt appear in trial for ſuch an abuſe: and 
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as a proof that he did not mean an eternal 


excluſion from future happineſs, he adds, 


that, in conſequence of their profanation, 
troubles of this life were brought upon them, 
ſuch as diſeale and death, 

Tu ſame offence cannot in theſe days be 


committed; and therefore, ſo far is the ever- 


laſting damnation from being to be dreaded, 
that even the temporary is not to be expetted. 

Ix ſhort, according to my faith, according 
to my knowledge, according to my truſt and 
confidence, I believe, that every man, who 
endeavours to make himſelf acquainted with 
the deſign of this inſtitution, and to frame 
his life, according to the requiſites which it 
preſuppoſes; ſuch as belief in the Saviour; a 
deſire to live as he has commanded a ſorrow- 
ful remembrance of ſins committed, and a 
wiſh, by the aſſiſtance of God, which is to 
be obtained, through the mediation of Chriſt 
Jeſus, by earneſt and conſtant prayer, to lead 
a good life ; will, at all times, whether by an 
habitual or actual preparation, be a worthy 
partaker cf the Lord's Supper. 
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Dip young men in particular conſider, 
what a ſerious admonition, the frequent at- 
tendance at the Lord's Supper will give them; 
ſo as to alarm them againſt the approach of 
evil, and encourage them in the purſuit of 
good; they would not be ſurpriſed, that it 
ſhould be recommended to them in the ſeaſon 
of their youth; for this alone is to be the ſup- 
port of their manhood, the alleviation of old 
age, and the anchor of confidence in the hour 
of their death. | 

TuarT what has been ſaid may have its 
weight upon your minds, and tend to your 
peace, both now and hereafter, is the ſincere 
wiſh of your faithful Friend. 
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